churches. ° You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he
could make you rich.” (2 Cor 8:1-9)

Grace enables us to cheerfully and willingly give beyond a tithe

6 “Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small
crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop.” You
must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly
or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8
And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have
everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. ® As the
Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their
good deeds will be remembered forever.” 1° For God is the one who
provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will
provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of
generosity in you. ! Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can
always be generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need them,
they will thank God.” (2 Cor 9:6-11)

We freely give because of love, not law

3"If | gave everything | have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, |
could boast about it; but if | didn’t love others, | would have gained
nothing." (1 Cor 13:3)

Follow_Up:

Questions for Discussion/Further Study:

> Which one of the above scripture passages impacted you the
most? How did the Holy Spirit speak to you through it?

» How does Jesus sacrificial death on the cross impact your
generosity?

» Would you say you are a cheerful or reluctant giver? Why?

» What does sacrificial giving look like for you? Pray and ask the
Lord to show you what He wants it to look like for you.

Audio sermons can be downloaded from our website: www.islandfmc.ca
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Notes

4+ In the Old Testament, God expected His
people to give tithes and offerings

Giving 1/10" (a tithe) was expected in the Law

30 One-tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain from the fields or
fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord and must be set apart to him as
holy.” (Lev 27:30)

9 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything you
produce. ° Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will
overflow with good wine.” (Prov 3:9-10)

1% Melchizedek blessed Abram with this blessing: “Blessed be Abram by God
Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. 2° And blessed be God Most High,
who has defeated your enemies for you.” Then Abram gave Melchizedek a
tenth of all the goods he had recovered.” (Gen 14:19-20)

Generosity was expected through multiple tithes and offerings

21 “As for the tribe of Levi, your relatives, | will compensate them for their
service in the Tabernacle. Instead of an allotment of land, | will give them
the tithes from the entire land of Israel.” (Num 18:21)




22 “You must set aside a tithe of your crops—one-tenth of all the crops you
harvest each year. 2 Bring this tithe to the designated place of worship—
the place the Lord your God chooses for his name to be honored—and eat it
there in his presence. This applies to your tithes of grain, new wine, olive oil,
and the firstborn males of your flocks and herds. Doing this will teach you
always to fear the Lord your God.” (Deut 14:22-23)

28 “At the end of every third year, bring the entire tithe of that year’s
harvest and store it in the nearest town. 2° Give it to the Levites, who will
receive no allotment of land among you, as well as to the foreigners living
among you, the orphans, and the widows in your towns, so they can eat and
be satisfied. Then the Lord your God will bless you in all your work." (Deut
14:28-29)

& There you will bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, your
sacred offerings, your offerings to fulfill a vow, your voluntary offerings, and
your offerings of the firstborn animals of your herds and flocks.” (Deut 12:6)

Tithing brought blessings. Not tithing brought consequences

8 “Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me! “But you ask, ‘What
do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ “You have cheated me of the
tithes and offerings due to me. ° You are under a curse, for your whole
nation has been cheating me. 1° Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so
there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of
Heaven’s Armies, “l will open the windows of heaven for you. | will pour out
a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me
to the test!" (Mal 3:8-10)

4+ In the New Testament, God expects His
people to be generous, sacrificial givers

Jesus affirms God’s expectation of giving

3 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.
Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your
herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—
justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more
important things.” (Mat 23:23)

The intent of the Law continued when Jesus came
17 “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Mat 5:17 NIV)

Jesus commends sacrificial giving beyond tithing

4 Jesus sat down near the collection box in the Temple and watched as the
crowds dropped in their money. Many rich people put in large amounts. ?
Then a poor widow came and dropped in two small coins. #* Jesus called his
disciples to him and said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has given
more than all the others who are making contributions. ** For they gave a
tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she
had to live on.” (Mark 12:42-44)

Jesus demonstrated the ultimate sacrificial giving

16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life."
(John 3:16)

The early church gave sacrificially in response to Jesus’ resurrection
32 “pll the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what
they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had. 33 The
apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s
great blessing was upon them all. 3* There were no needy people among
them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them 3°> and
bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need." (Acts 4:32-35)

As followers of Jesus, we are encouraged to give sacrificially

1 Now | want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his
kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. 2 They are being
tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled
with abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity. 3 For | can
testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And
they did it of their own free will. * They begged us again and again for the
privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. ® They even did
more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the
Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do. do. ® So we have urged
Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to return to you and
encourage you to finish this ministry of giving. 7 Since you excel in so many
ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your
enthusiasm, and your love from us—I want you to excel also in this gracious
act of giving. 8 | am not commanding you to do this. But | am testing how
genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other




